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SUBJECT: HUMAN RIGHTS IN GUINEA - ARCHBISHOP TCHIDIMBO 

REF: STATE 140207 

1. ACCORDING TO KNOWLEDGEABLE WESTERN AMBASSADOR, 

ARCHBISHOP TCHIDIMBO VI CONFINED IN CAMP MAMADOU BOIRO, 

CONAKRY, UNDER 

CONDITIONS WHICH ARE RELATIVELY BETTER 

THAN THE AVERAGE PRISONER. HIS QUARTERS ARE LARGER 

AND MORE COMEORTABLE, HE IS ALLOWED TO RECEIVE PARCELS, 

AND LIMITED COMMUNICATION WITH HIS EAMILY AND CATHOLIC 
CONGREGATIONS IS TOLERATED. HE HAS NOT BEEN ALLOWED 
EACE-TO-EACE MEETINGS WITH THEM HOWEVER. 

2. ABOUT SIX MONTHS AGO THIS AMBASSADOR RAISED 
CASE OF TCHIDIMBO WITH CASAROLI (VATICAN) AND LATER 
WITH PRESIDENT SEKOU TOURE. HIS IMPRESSION WAS THAT 
VATICAN HAS NOT WANTED TO ROCK BOAT BY PRESSING AG- 
GRESSIVELY EOR TCHIDIMBO'S RELEASE, RECKONING THAT 
OVERALL INTEREST OF ORGANIZED CATHOLICISM IN GUINEA IS 
BEST SERVED BY NOT ANTAGONIZING TOURE AND BY TRYING TO 
MAINTAIN THE CHURCH'S OVERALL STATUS QUO. AMBASSADOR 
WAS NOT AWARE OE ANY RECENT VATICAN EEEORTS IN TCHIDIMBO'S 
BEHALE. 
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3. AS A FIRST STEP, IT WOULD SEEM APPROPRIATE EOR USG 
TO RAISE TCHIDIMBO'S CASE WITH PRIME MINISTER BEAGOVUI DURING 
CURRENT VISIT, PERHAPS CITING INQUIRY OP AMERICAN CATHOLICS 
(REFTEL).CATHOLIC CONPERENCE NO DOUBT IS IN THE BEST POSITION TO 
RE-ENGAGE VATICAN AUTHORITIES OR TO JUDGE WHETHER QUIET 
NON-GOVERNMENTAL APPROACH TO GOG MIGHT BE USEPUL. 
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